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Friars Club loses building, not ministry
BY JOHN JOHNSTON • JJOHNSTON@ENQUIRER.COM • MAY 9, 2010

Workers last week began tearing down the old Friars Club building in Clifton Heights, which has
been vacant for four years.

But the club, a 149-year-old Franciscan
ministry that primarily uses sports to reach
youths at risk of falling through society's
cracks, still exists. It still employs Annie
Timmons. And she's still building up, not
tearing down.

All of her adult life, the 50-year-old Mount Airy
resident has been building confidence and
strength in young people, often in
gymnasiums. She does it while imparting the
values of the Franciscan Friars - respect,
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Annie Timmons, Executive Director of the Friars Club works
with kids during basketball practice for kindergarten and
first graders held a Concordia Lutheran Church in Clifton.

ABOUT THE FRIARS CLUB

The Friars Club began 150 years ago after German immigrants in
Over-the-Rhine expressed concerns about their children getting in
trouble after school.

Franciscan Friars at St. Francis Seraph and St. John churches
responded by developing recreational programs that emphasized
sportsmanship and character-building. Those programs were
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responsibility, leadership and good
sportsmanship.

"She sets goals, diligently perseveres and
doesn't let obstacles discourage her - and
she's had many obstacles," says Father
Maynard Tetreault, the former Friars Club
executive director who hired her 32 years ago.

Says Timmons: "I like giving back. I recognize
that some kids are struggling with some of the
issues I struggled with."

She's sitting in the empty gym at Concordia
Lutheran School while waiting for a basketball

practice to begin. In a T-shirt and sweat pants, with her long, black hair framing a youthful face, she
looks like she could lead a fast break down the gym floor.

"Looks can be very deceiving," she says with a smile.

Her knees are a mess. She blew out one as a teen playing volleyball, which led to multiple surgeries.
She blew out the other while officiating college basketball.

Even more difficult was the emotional pain of abandonment she felt as a young girl.

She and her three sisters were born in Alabama. She never knew her father. When her mother
moved to New York to find work, the girls were left in the care of their grandmother.

"For a kid to try to understand why your parent is not there... If your mom doesn't want you, you feel
like nobody loves you, (like) you're not worthy of love," she says.

Her grandmother, a verbally abusive woman with little education, moved to Cincinnati with the girls.
The family was poor. They lived in a three-room apartment in Corryville.

A Catholic priest suggested to her grandmother that the girls attend St. George School. It was a
turning point for Timmons.

"I like working with kids because I had a difficult childhood. Part of my saving grace was the

housed in buildings near Liberty and Vine.

In 1931 Friars Club moved to a new building in Clifton Heights.
That outdated structure is now being demolished, to be replaced
by apartment housing.

Today, Friars Club athletic programs, which include basketball,
baseball and other sports, bring together diverse groups of youth.
Programs are held in various locations.

Information: www.friarsclubinc.org.
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relationships I had with the priests and the nuns. They were very caring, and helped parent me."

For Timmons, St. George was the start of a Catholic education that continued through high school
and college.

After graduating from Our Lady of the Angels in 1978, she applied to be director of the girls' club at
Friars. Father Tetreault saw an ambitious young woman "with a lot of spunk," and hired her.

She's been part of the organization ever since.

In 1982 she earned an education degree from the College of Mount St. Joseph and began teaching
physical education and health at Corryville Catholic.

"Teaching was my day job, and Friars was my fulltime evening and weekend job," she says.

For years at the corner of the Ohio Avenue and West McMillan Street, the Friars Club ran a 24-hour
operation. It included a health club that provided the financial support for programs serving the
homeless, families and troubled teens.

When it was no longer financially feasible to maintain those programs and the building that housed
them, Friars scaled back and refocused on its original mission of serving at-risk youth through
athletics, mostly basketball and baseball. The building closed in 2006.

By then, Timmons was no longer teaching fulltime. She and a staff of two devoted themselves to
managing the "virtual" Friars Club, which has programs in a half dozen schools around town.

Timmons and her husband of 13 years, Woodward High teacher and coach Lannis Timmons, don't
have children. But she has 600 who play on more than four dozen Friars teams each year.

Some are from the inner city. Some come from broken homes. Some are middle-class kids from the
suburbs. At Friars, they learn about each other, and about sports.

Three of Steve Wolf's children have been on Friars teams, and a fourth will be next year. Wolf of
Loveland says he joined the Friars Club board because of Timmons.

"What she has done for my children and countless other children is well beyond basketball," says the
college basketball broadcaster and former Xavier University captain.
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In his travels, he sees a lot of ball players. "If you get one out of 50 that's a respectful kid, you've hit
the lottery. What she does is teach boys and girls that you can be something, and it just takes some
commitment, dedication and respect.

"She is tough on kids, but she's fair. You have to be on time, show up for games, tuck your shirt tail
in, don't talk back to referees, and after games you shake hands with referees.

"The icing on the cake: She knows basketball and she's competitive."

Timmons, who has been Friars Club executive director for a year, juggles many duties, from
supervising to fundraising to administrative tasks. But a large chunk of almost every day is spent in a
gym.

"Coaches, start your warm-ups," she says to the teens helping with practice this day.

Soon, kindergartners and first-graders are learning to dribble and shoot and defend. And if they stick
with Friars, they'll learn a lot more.

It's not just about basketball.

"It's about life," Timmons says.
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